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Access to NHS funded abortions before 10 weeks gestation
Theme 1: Services
Theme 2: Access
Background Information 

The risk of complications associated with an abortion increases the later the gestation.  Department of Health policy therefore states that women, who are legally entitled to an abortion, should have early access to the procedure with a maximum waiting time of 3 weeks having been set by the government in 2001.  Access is improving: 2007 data for England and Wales recorded the proportion of NHS funded abortions before 10 weeks gestation at 68% compared with 51% in 2002 (a 33% increase in the total number of abortions taking place at under 10 weeks between 2002 and 2007 compared with a 13% rise in the total number of abortions over the same period).
Data 
The data is taken from the ‘Abortion Statistics, England and Wales: 2008’ statistical bulletin (Department of Health) which summarises information from the abortion notification forms returned to the Chief Medical Officers of England and Wales in respect of legally induced abortions carried out in England and Wales in 2008.

Cumbria 
Of the 1,168 NHS funded abortions in Cumbria PCT in 2008, 865 were carried out before 10 weeks gestation accounting for 74% of all NHS funded abortions: a proportion greater than both the North West and England averages (Table 1).  
Table 1: 2008: NHS funded abortions
	
	Total NHS funded abortions
	NHS funded abortions at under 10 weeks
	% of all NHS funded abortions under 10 weeks

	Cumbria
	1,168
	865
	74

	North West
	23,652
	17,190
	73

	England 
	170,010
	122,703
	72.2
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