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Urban-Rural Classification
Theme: Population
Background Information 

The degree of urbanity and rurality varies greatly both within the country and also at a more local level: some local authorities are predominantly urban, others are remote and rural whilst others are more diverse.  It is important to recognise that rural and urban communities have diverse social, economic and health needs and an understanding of the extent of these needs is necessary in order to address local issues.

 Data 

Urban-rural classification (ONS; Defra) is based on hectare grid squares, using postcode information and the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s defined settlement polygons and uses two measurement criteria:
· Settlement Form - each hectare grid square is associated with a particular settlement type: village, hamlet and isolated dwellings; town and fringe; and urban (>10k population).

· Sparsity - each hectare grid square is given a sparsity score based on the number of households in surrounding hectare squares up to a distance of 30 km.

The underlying hectare grid squares classifications for the above measures are then aggregated to the required geographical level (e.g. LLSOA).

Population data are for 2007-mid-year estimates based on the 2001 Census.
Cumbria 
Cumbria is primarily a rural county with the third lowest population density in England of 0.7 people per hectare (based on mid-2007 population estimates, ONS).  Large areas of the county are defined as being sparsely populated areas of villages, hamlets and isolated dwellings with 51% of the total population living in the rural domain (Table 1).  This is in comparison to the 19% of the total England population that lives in areas classified as rural. 
Table 1: Cumbria Mid-2007 Population by Urban-Rural Classification
	Urban-rural classification
	Population
	% of total

population

	Urban
	Urban >10k - Less Sparse
	224,641
	46.1

	
	Urban >10k - Sparse
	14,756
	3.0

	Rural
	Town and Fringe - Less Sparse
	75,124
	15.4

	
	Town and Fringe - Sparse
	39,379
	8.1

	
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings - Less Sparse
	70,071
	14.4

	
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings - Sparse
	63,638
	13.1


Districts within Cumbria 
Within Cumbria there is a distinct urban-rural difference as to where the population resides: for the districts of Barrow-in-Furness and Carlisle, the majority of the population live in the urban domain whilst for the remaining localities, it is the areas classified as rural that have the majority of the population (Table 2).
Table 2: Mid-2007 Population by Urban-Rural Classification for Cumbrian District Councils
	Urban-Rural Classification
	Percentage of Total Population

	
	Allerdale
	Barrow-in-Furness
	Carlisle
	Copeland
	Eden
	South Lakeland

	Urban
	Urban >10k - Less Sparse
	29.8
	81.8
	70.0
	37.9
	0.0
	37.7

	
	Urban >10k - Sparse
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	28.8
	0.0

	Rural
	Town & Fringe - Less Sparse
	22.3
	18.2
	4.7
	35.4
	0.0
	12.3

	
	Town & Fringe - Sparse
	16.1
	0.0
	4.3
	2.2
	8.2
	13.9

	
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings - Less Sparse
	14.4
	0.0
	17.0
	16.6
	6.4
	26.7

	
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings - Sparse
	17.4
	0.0
	4.0
	7.9
	56.5
	9.3
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Figure 1 illustrates the variation that exists within the county as to the urban-rural classification.  Villages, hamlets and isolated dwellings located in sparsely populated areas are largely found to the east of the county and in the Lake District National Park whilst those areas categorised as being urban or in less sparsely populated areas are located around the periphery.

Figure 1: Urban-Rural Classification

The analysis of Cumbria by lower layer super output area reveals that 50% of all LLSOAs in Cumbria are defined as being within the rural domain with 27% of LLSOAs classified as village, hamlet or isolated dwellings and 23% as town and fringe (Figure 2).  50% of all LLSOAs are categorised as being urban settlements with a population greater than 10,000 and, indeed, 46% are located in urban settlements within less sparsely populated areas (less than 30km postcode density). 

Variation in urban-rural classification also exists within the county at district level with Barrow-in-Furness and Carlisle having 84% and 74% respectively of LLSOAs being defined in the less sparse urban category whilst Eden has none.  In fact, the majority of LLSOAs in Eden district council (56%) are defined as being village, hamlet and isolated dwellings located in sparsely populated areas.
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