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People and Places Classification
Theme: Population
Background Information 

Different geographic areas, with different lifestyles, ethnicities, deprivation and rurality or urbanisation, all have a variety of issues to cope with.  It is therefore important to identify the inequalities that exist between areas in order to target policies and address the needs of the local population.

 Data 

P2 People & Places is a geodemographic people classification which groups people into a series of clusters based on their characteristics using data from the Census 2001, Target Group Index data and geography (Beacon Dodsworth, 2007). The clusters are ranked in order of affluence, determined using Census 2001 income data, and is shown alphabetically, going from A – Mature Oaks (the richest) to M – Urban Challenge (the poorest).
Cumbria 
Cumbria is primarily a rural county and, as would be expected, large areas of the county (22% of lower super output areas (LLSOAs)) are defined as ‘B - Country Orchard’.  This is defined as older adults, working as part of a family unit, employed in agriculture, either as land owners or farm workers.  A significant proportion of Cumbria (20% of LLSOAs) is also classified as ‘J – Urban Producers’, which is composed of mostly younger adults employed in low skilled, routine jobs where income is low and unemployment and long-term illness high.
Districts within Cumbria 
Within Cumbria there is distinct variation as to the characteristics of the population: Barrow-in-Furness is composed largely of the more urban and deprived categories of the people and places classification with 18% of LLSOAs being classified as ‘M - Urban Challenge’ and ‘L - Disadvantaged Households’.  This is in contrast to Eden which has 64% of LLSOAs belonging to the ‘A - Mature Oaks’ and ‘B - Country Orchards’ categories (Figure 1).
Figure 1: People and Places Classification as a Percentage of LLSOAs
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Small areas in Cumbria
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Figure 2 illustrates the variation that exists within the county as to the people and places classification.  As a largely rural county, Cumbria is dominated by large areas categorised as ‘B - Country Orchard’, especially in the district councils of Eden and South Lakeland.  Larger urban settlements within the county show more variation as to the geodemographic characteristics of the population with the poorer communities of ‘J – Urban Producers’ through to ‘M – Urban Challenge’ being located in Barrow-in-Furness, Whitehaven, Workington and Carlisle.
Figure 2: People and Places Classification

PAGE  
2
29 October 2008


