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Births
Theme: Population

Background Information 

During the past 20 years fertility patterns within England and Wales have changed considerably. A general decline in fertility was experienced nationally between 1990 and 2001 followed by a fairly rapid increase in fertility since 2001.  There were 708,711 live births in England and Wales in 2008. This is an increase of 2.7 per cent on the 2007 figure of 690,013, this is a slightly smaller increase than seen in the previous two years, although still a considerable rise. Fertility trends at a local level, however, can be much more wide ranging and differ substantially from the national and regional trends.
Data 

The 2002-08 data is taken from official birth statistics provided by the Office for National Statistics.  The General Fertility Rate (GFR) is the number of live births per 1,000 women aged 15-44 based on the latest (2008) mid-year population estimates.

Cumbria 
In 2008 there were 5,118 live births in Cumbria giving a GFR of 58.6. This was below the rate for England and Wales of 63.8.  
Districts within Cumbria
Within Cumbria, the greatest number of live births in 2008 occurred in Carlisle whilst Eden had the lowest (Table 1).  South Lakeland and Eden had GFRs below the Cumbrian average.
Table 1: 2007 General fertility rates and number of live births by district
	District
	Number of live births
	GFR

	Allerdale
	983
	59.9

	Barrow-in-Furness
	815
	59.1

	Carlisle
	1225
	62.9

	Copeland
	747
	58.7

	Eden 
	472
	55.2

	South Lakeland
	876
	53.5


The trend over time
Cumbria experienced a fluctuating, but increasing, number of live births for the period 2002-08: there was a 15% increase in live births from 4,447 in 2002 to 5,118 in 2008.  This was comparably lower than the 19% increase for England and Wales during the same period.  Of the district councils, Barrow-in-Furness had the greatest percentage increase in births (25%) whilst South Lakeland had the least (3.5%).  In comparison to the county as a whole, the percentage increases in Carlisle, Barrow-in-Furness and Allerdale were higher.
The general fertility rate (GFR) per 1,000 women aged 15-44 for Cumbria was below that for England and Wales (Figure 1) with South Lakeland experiencing the lowest GFR of the districts and, in 2008, South Lakeland and Eden had GFRs below the Cumbrian average.
Figure 1: 2002-08 General Fertility Rate
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Projections

Over the period 2008-2030, Cumbria is projected to experience a decrease in the number of births: a 13% fall in births from 4,706 in 2008 to 4,075 in 2030.  Of the district councils, Barrow-in-Furness is expected to have the largest percentage decrease in births (19%) whilst Eden is only expected to decrease by 4% (Table 2).  
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