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Fuel Poverty

Theme 1: Determinants of Health and Wellbeing

Theme 2: Social Factors
Background Information 

If a proportion of the population is forced to live in fuel poverty it is likely to have a significant impact on the health profile of that group of people. 

Data
The Fuel Poverty Indicator is a statistical model of fuel poverty based on the 2003 English House Condition Survey (EHCS) and 2001 Census. In brief, the EHCS was used to predict the risk of fuel poverty for different household types, the results were then applied to the 2001 Census to predict the level of fuel poverty for all Lower Super Output Areas in England. 
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Cumbria 

In Cumbria 6.8% of households are classified as being in fuel poverty, or 14,302 in total. This compares to 6.1% of households in England as a whole.

Districts within Cumbria 

Figure 1 below shows variations in households in fuel poverty by district.  All districts in Cumbria have a higher proportion of households in fuel poverty than the national average. 
Figure 1: Proportion of Households in Fuel Poverty
Inequality within Cumbria

Data is available down to Lower Super Output Area level and show a maximum of 10.0% of households in an LSOA in Barrow being classified as in fuel poverty compared with a minimum of 5.2% of households for an LSOA in South Lakeland. Figure 2 below shows that the proportion of households classified as being in fuel poverty increases with the level of deprivation (with decile 1 being the most deprived).

Figure 2: Proportion of Households in Fuel Poverty by Deprivation Decile
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Small areas in Cumbria
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The breakdown of households in fuel poverty by LSOA within Cumbria (Figure 3) shows that the percentage in each LSOA is higher in a greater number of rural-defined LSOAs in Eden and in urban LSOAs in Barrow-in-Furness.  LSOAs with the least proportion of households in fuel poverty are found in South Lakeland district council.

Figure 3: Percentage of Households in Fuel Poverty by LLSOA
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