Guidelines for Using the Sure Start Children’s Centre Data Tools
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1.  Introduction

These simple but powerful tools allow users to view a wide range of data and information about children and their families in Cumbria.  It brings together demographic data, with data about the services that are already being accessed through Sure Start Children’s Centres.  By bringing the data together in this way, managers and practitioners can make sure that they have access to timely and relevant information to help shape and inform their work, contributing towards a positive impact on outcomes for children and their families.

1.1 About the Data Tools
There are three different atlases to present the data.  They all contain the same information, but allow users to look at data in different ways.  The single area map allows us to focus in on one indicator and see what results we have for all footprints and comparator areas such as local authority district or Children’s Services district.  The area profiler atlas allows us to focus in on one area and view all the indicators for that area.  The double mapper allows you to explore the relationship between two data variables.
1.2 Caveats using the data

Every effort has been made to ensure data is accurate and up to date.   However, since it has been gathered from a number of sources, occasionally errors can be made or data may not reflect the most up to date available.  Furthermore, some data may be misleading due to small numbers.  Finally, e-start related data reflects how data has been entered onto the system by individual centres.  Therefore differences in process may affect the overall results shown.  As a result of all these factors, caution should be used in interpretation of the available data.

2.  Getting Started

These tools are web-based.  Access the tools by typing the following into your web browser:

For the single area atlas type: http://www.cumbriaobservatory.org.uk/instantatlas/CC_ATLAS_SINGLE_MAP/atlas.html

For the area profiler type:

http://www.cumbriaobservatory.org.uk/instantatlas/CC_ATLAS_AREA_PROFILER/atlas.html

For the double mapper type:

http://www.cumbriaobservatory.org.uk/instant atlas/CC_ATLAS_DOUBLE_MAPPER/atlas.html
Alternatively, visit the children’s centre web pages on the Cumbria Observatory site, access by typing the following into your web browser:

http://www.cumbriaobservatory.org.uk/Summaries/childrenscentres.asp 
2.1 The Single Area Atlas

Let’s start with the single area atlas.  Figure 1 shows the main screen you will be greeted with when you select this atlas.

Figure 1 – The Main Screen (Single Atlas)
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This is the main interactive screen.  You can click and explore here as much as you like.  Because it is an interactive tool just presenting data you really can’t go wrong.  Whatever you click won’t change anything, and after a few minutes you will find it really easy to access the data you want.
2.2 What data can I view?

A good place to start is to have a look at the different data that is included in the atlas.  Do this by clicking on the button that says ‘Data’ towards the top right of the screen.  The table showing our footprints will update to show you each of the data categories included in our atlas.  These are the broad topic areas, and each of them contains a number of indicators you may wish to explore.  To choose one, simply move the mouse pointer over one and left click.  A further list is displayed, showing each of the indicators for that data category.  Again, you can left click the one you want.  The final step is to select the date you are interested in.  Some fields only have one data to choose from, but some have a series of historical data.  This means you can see how the indicator is changing over time.  Now click the time frame you are interested in.
2.3 I’ve picked my indicator – what next?

When you have selected your indicator you may have seen some of the items on the screen change.  That’s because every table, graph and map is now reflecting the indicator you have chosen.  Now all you need to do is have a look at what the different components are telling you.

2.4 The map component

You will see that the main window is a map of Cumbria.  This allows us to see at a glance not only the individual results for each of our footprint areas, but also – and more importantly – how they relate to each other.  You can hover over any of the footprints on the map and the name and the indicator value will be displayed as text.  Using the slider at the left of the window allows you to zoom in and out.  If you wish to return to the full view, simply click the magnifying glass icon.  Clicking on a footprint will highlight it in orange and will also highlight the relevant information in the other components on the page.  

2.5 The legend component

All maps need a legend to tell you what the map shading represents.  The component window at the top left of the screen shows the legend for the particular variable you are viewing at the time.  An upper and lower limit is shown for each colour of shading.  You are also able to switch on and off other geographical information.  Hover your mouse over any legend banding to see which footprints fall into that band.

2.6 The data table component

Situated at the right of the screen, here is where you can see lists of actual values for the indicator you have selected.  You are also able to sort the values by clicking on either the footprint label or the indicator label.  Sorting by footprint will sort them alphabetically, or sorting by the indicator will sort them in numerical order.
You may also wish to filter the data to narrow down what you see.  If you click the ‘filter’ button you can zoom in on a particular district.  To go back to the original view, click the filter button again and choose the option remove filter at the bottom.  To take your map view back to the whole of Cumbria, simply click the zoom button on the map window at the left of the component.

2.7 The pie chart component

The pie chart component is similar to the legend component in that it shows the proportion of our footprints that fall into each banding.  Hovering the mouse over a section of the pie will reveal the footprints that fall into the banding.

2.8 The bar chart component

This component is really useful because it displays a bar for each footprint for the indicator you have selected.  It is then really easy to see how a footprint is performing against others for the same indicator.  Furthermore, the size of the bars can be indicative of the extent of the difference.  By hovering over each bar, you can see which footprint is shown and what the value is for the indicator.  

2.9 The comparison component

Being able to compare local level information to comparator areas is a real strength of this tool.  Here you can look at what the indicator is showing for a district, locality or even for Cumbria as a whole.  By selecting a comparator area from the comparison table, you add a horizontal value bar on your bar chart that enables you to see at a glance which footprints differ from the comparator.  This works best with indicators that are rates rather than numeric.  To reset the bar, simply click the reset option on the comparator list.
2.10 Meta Data

The meta data component will update every time you change the indicator.  It displays useful information about the source and time frame for the data you are viewing.  

2.11 Numbers or Rates?

You will see that some of the indicators are numbers (i.e. total number of 2 year olds) and some are rates (i.e. the proportion of the population who are age 0-19).  Whatever the indicator, all components will update when you select one.  However, some components are more suited to different types of indicator than others.  For example, when looking at population by age, it may be most useful to look at the numeric table.  However, when looking at the overall proportion of 0-19 it may be more use to look at the map since each footprint is directly comparable irrespective of size. 
3.  The Area Profiler

The second tool is the area profiler.  Figure 2 shows the main screen for the area profiler.

Figure 2 – The Main Screen (Area Profiler)
[image: image2.png]rea Profiler

Windows Internet Explorer

Pilnstant Atlas|OFFICAL CHILORENS CENTRE ATLASICC_ATLAS_AREA_PROFILER)atlas.htrl

2)%] (%] [iveorcn

| @ cumiri chiren's cenve Fo... | @ conbrio Crreris certr.. x| |

- & -

Fage 5 Tols +

|28

X

Area Profiler: Population >> Total Population >> 2009

n

v )

e Tabie

) ( ) (

v ol —— +

© Copyright

36000
32000
28000
24000
20000
16000
12000

8000

DCSF Footprints

5,433.0 - 12,080.0
12,080.1 - 16,260.0
16,260.1 - 17,728.0
17,7281 - 22,925.0
22,5251 - 35,6240

"
[0 oistic soundares
[0 vew Localiy soundaries

Indicator Footprint value District

¥ Population
Total Population
0-15 yasr olds
0 yesr olds

1 yearolds

2 yesr olds

5 yesr olds

4 yesr olds

5 yesr olds

& yesr olds

7 yesr olds

5 yesr olds

5 yesr olds

10 yearolds

11 yearolds

12 yearolds

13 yearolds

14 yearolds

15 yearolds

16 yearolds

17 yearolds

18 yearolds
0-4 yaar olds
55 yesr olds
10-14 year olds

1518 year olds
Indicator neither good or poor

-+

Poor B Moderate  Good I

New Locality  cumbria Footprint Rank (Out of 28, 1=Low)

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this data.
However, many of the data variables contained in this atlas are
estimates. In particular, E-Start data should be interpretted with
caution due to procedural differences in some Sure Start
Children's Centres.

Source: Offics for National Statistics (ONS) Mid-vear Population
Etimate: - 2009





This tool has the same sort of components as the single area atlas.

Start by selecting the footprint you are interested in.  You can do this by either selecting it by clicking on the relevant footprint on the map.  Alternatively, if you click the button ‘table’ you will see that the map component changes to a list of footprints.  Simply select the one you want and click.
3.1 The colour bar

You will see once you have selected your footprint that you are able to scroll down the list of indicators and see the results of all them for the footprint you have selected.  In addition, you can also see the values for comparator areas as well.  Perhaps what is most interesting on this tool is the colour bar at the right of each indicator.  This shows how the footprint you are looking at ranks in relation to the other footprints.  Furthermore, the colour of the background where the bar ends gives an indication as to whether this performance is good, moderate, bad or neither good nor bad.  

4. The Double Mapper

The third atlas is the double mapper.  Figure 3 shows the main screen

Figure 3 – The Double Mapper Main Screen
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Most of the components are the same as those in other atlases.  However, the most interesting one is the scatter plot.  Using the data buttons, users can select two variables to look at in more detail.  Once these are selected the scatter plot graph updates to show the relationship between the two variables.  This example shows the relationship between the rate of claimants of out of work benefit and the overall proportion of children achieving 78+ and 6’s across PSE and CLL for Foundation Stage Profile results.  We can see immediately that there is a clear relationship between these two.  Broadly speaking, a lower rate of claimants means a higher the proportion achieving a good level at FSP.  Each dot represents a footprint, and we can also see clearly if there are any that do not conform to the broad relationship between the variables and explore further why that might be the case.
5.  Further Help

For further help using this or any other data source, please contact:

Paula.kennerley@cumbriacc.gov.uk or 01228 226320

Other relevant information may also be available that is not included in the Sure Start Children’s Centre Single Atlas or Area Profiler.  The Cumbria Intelligence Observatory also has an atlas that gives a variety of data at ward level.  To access that, please visit:

http://www.cumbriaobservatory.org.uk/AboutCumbria/Atlas/CumbriaAtlas.asp
or contact:

Rebecca.raw@cumbriacc.gov.uk or 01228 226309
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